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More  than  3  years  ago,  in  the  context  of  the  emerging  global  pandemic,  the  IHU
Méditerranée  Infection  published  the  results  of  a study  designed  to  show  the  benefits
of  hydroxychloroquine  and  azithromycin  in  the  treatment  of  coronavirus  disease  2019
COVID-19;
Hydroxychloroquine;
Clinical  trial;
MRNA  vaccine;
Retraction

(COVID-19),  and  also  publicized  the  results  widely  via  social  networks  [1].
The  entire  scientific  and  medical  community,  experienced  in  drug  evaluation,  was  quick

to  denounce  the  numerous  methodological  shortcuts  and,  in  the  context  of  the  pandemic,
the  inappropriate  or  even  irresponsible  nature  of  this  study  [2],  which  led  to  the  mas-
sive  and  irrational  use  of  these  treatments  worldwide.  Despite  the  unequivocal  evidence
demonstrating  the  inefficacy  of  these  drugs  in  treating  COVID-19  [3]  and  the  potential  risks
associated  with  hydroxychloroquine  usage,  little  or  nothing  has  changed.

Today,  the  world’s  population  finds  itself  divided  between  those  who  believe  in  the
supposedly  miraculous  effects  of  these  treatments  and  those  who  adopt  a  more  cautious
approach,  relying  on  pharmacological  data  and  the  consistent  findings  of  randomized  tri-
als.  In  France,  the  IHU  Méditerranée  Infection  has  nevertheless  continued  to  prescribe
these  treatments  on  a  very  large  scale,  outside  any  regulatory  framework,  as  was  recently
highlighted  in  an  article  authored  by  16  French  learned  societies  and  public  research  organi-
zations  [4]. At  the  same  time,  the  retraction  of  the  initial  article  was  repeatedly  requested,

and  it  was  in  the  context  of  the  International  Journal  of  Antimicrobial  Agents’  refusal  that
we  decided  to  publish  a  letter  to  the  editor  arguing  for  the  definitive  withdrawal  of  this
article  that  undoubtedly  poses  numerous  concerns  from  both  methodological  and  ethical
perspectives  [5].

DOI of original article: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.therap.2023.06.001.
Abbreviations: COVID-19, Coronavirus disease 2019.
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Engaging  our  journal,  and  by  extension,  the  French
ociety  of  Pharmacology  and  Therapeutics,  in  this  protest
rocess,  is  an  atypical  and  challenging  decision.  However,
t  is  our  duty  as  medical  and  scientific  professionals  to
oint  out  the  evidence  and  ensure  that  French  medical
esearch,  as  a  whole,  is  not  unjustly  discredited.  Many  of
s  have  been  heavily  involved  in  the  quest  for  therapeu-
ic  solutions  and  in  patients’  care,  and  we  cannot  tolerate
ny  doubts  about  the  inappropriate  approaches  described
bove.  In  the  interest  of  patients  and  the  integrity  of  medi-
al  research,  it  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  unfounded
able  surrounding  the  efficacy  of  hydroxychloroquine  in
OVID-19.
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